MARLBOROUGH
the combined fleets of England and Holland. Admiral
Herbert (now Earl of Torrington) was none the less ordered
to bring them to battle. On June 3 o/July 10 he was defeated
in a sea-fight off Beachy Head, the brunt of the action
falling upon the Dutch. This was, according to Mahan,
" the most conspicuous success the French have ever gained
at sea over the English." It was said in London, " The
Dutch had the honour, the French the advantage, and the
English the shame." The French, under the energetic
Tourville, now enjoyed the command of the sea. They
could land an invading army in England; they could prevent
the return of William from Ireland. The council of nine over
which Queen Mary presided had to face an alarming crisis.
They were sustained by the loyalty and spirit of the
nation. The whole country took up what arms could be
found and feverishly organized the home defence. With a
nucleus of about six thousand regular troops and the hastily
improvised forces of the nation, Marlborough stood ready
to resist an invasion for which an excellent French army of
over twenty thousand men was available. William's de-
cisive victory at the Boyne on July i/n threw James out of
Ireland and back to France; but the English peril continued
at its height. James implored Louis to give him an army for
invasion, and there seems no doubt that in July and August
1690 this was the right strategy for France. Had it been
adopted Marlborough's task would have been peculiarly
difficult. He would have had to face the disciplined veterans
of France with a mere handful of professional troops aided by
brave but untrained masses, ill-armed and with hardly any
experienced officers. Such a problem was novel to the
military art of those days ; but it was not necessarily beyond
the resources of his flexible genius. He would probably
* have thought of something,' and our history might have
dwelt with pride upon a battle of Dorking or a battle of
London as the first example of the power of hardy, stubborn
yeomanry and militia supported by the population against
regular forces. But James's appeals were disregarded
by the French King. His sympathy for the sufferings
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